Valdani Pearl Cotton Thread Storage Jars
Hello there my prim stitching friends! This month finds me busy working on several new designs and
projects. On the home front my new sewing space has quickly become my new obsession. If you read my last
blog post you know that I’ve moved into a new studio space and I’m really loving it! I feel like I go in there to
work and before I can blink 4-5 hours has past and my dogs are barking at me to let them outside. Without my
furry little reminders of the passing time, I think I could blissfully disappear into my new sewing sanctuary and
never come out.
You may be aware that in my designs I prefer to use Valdani Pearl Cotton to hand stich all my wool appliqué
projects with. I list the color numbers for the pearl cottons that I used in the design on the backs of all my
patterns. As many of you know, Valdani Pearl Cotton thread comes in these adorable little round balls that are
easy to use and look delicious stitched over hand dyed wools! I’ve read online posts where several people ask
about how to store the Valdani thread balls. There are many great storage solutions out there! Because I have
an abundance of these lovely little round delights that I simply cannot live without, it posed to me a real need
for pearl cotton ball storage. After much thought I came up with these jars that have covered hand stitched
lids! Sew…I thought I’d share with you my favorite way to store all of my Valdani Pearl Cotton balls of
wonderfulness.

First of all, let me explain the method behind my madness. As I said earlier, I recently moved into a brand new
studio space. This meant sifting through years of accumulated crafting and quilting supplies and then trying to
make some kind of sense of it all. In order to do this, I had to be really honest with myself about how I work.
Not just my sewing habits, but how my brain works too. I’m the kind of quilter/crafter that is very visual. Yes,
I know we are all “visual” demonstrated by the very fact that we appreciate quilting, but I’m really bad! You
may have heard about the typical types of learning styles. They are visual, kinesthetic, read/write and
auditory. I’m a visual/kinesthetic type of learner. Show me and I can do it! Tell me and my ears will turn off
while my brain decides to take a vacation on a warm beach with a Pina’ Colada while the warm breeze blows,
oh yeah! It also means that I’m very much an “out of sight – out of mind” type of person especially when it
comes to my sewing/crafting studio. By this I mean that it’s important for me to label and if possible even use
clear storage options. I need this because if the box is not labeled, I won’t have any idea that it’s filled with a
million and one hot glue sticks and I’ll go out and buy more thinking that I have none. (The very reason that I
have a million and one hot glue sticks.)
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Also for this same reason, my fabrics and wools are grouped by color and I keep them on display so that I can
see what I have. Not only does this help me to keep my costs under control, (making the hubby happy) but it
helps me so much when I’m working on new designs. My threads are no different, I need to visually see them
in order for my brain to work with them. That is exactly why I am smitten with these clear plastic jars that I
found at my local Walmart. I love that they are clear and that I can grab a jar filled with Valdani and tumble it
around as I hold it over the wool so the perfect color thread will pop out at me. Super Cool!
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Here's a close-up of the label.

Here are the jars that my local Wally-world carries. They are soooo inexpensive and come in two separate
sizes, but the cool thing is that the lids are all the same size. Yeah…I know - the lids! Ugh! Bright white
plastic is not exactly going to match the primitive theme I have going on in my studio, but that’s okay…don’t
you worry! We’re going to fix that little problem right now.

Start by gathering all of the necessary supplies that you’ll need. They are: Mainstays Plastic Canisters, Fabric
for the lid rim. (I used a flannel print that looks like wool but you could also use cotton.) Hand dyed wool
scraps, Valdani pearl cottons (of course) to match the wools, Roxanne’s Glue Baste It, A Circle making
template, Black Pen, High temp Hot Glue Gun, Hot Glue Sticks (It’s important to use the kind that work on
plastic or it will peel right off – read the label.) Freezer Paper, Rotary Cutter and Ruler along with basic sewing
supplies.

These will bond to plastic and I found them at Walmart! Yay!

Begin by cutting a 2” strip of the flannel print fabric.

Determine the width of the jar lid by wrapping a piece of string or yard around it and allowing for ¼” of extra
length. (OR if you like math you could do all that figuring and formulation and do it the hard way.) But I’m in a
crafting space so string and yarn is thankfully abundant!

Lay this across the fabric strip and cut to length.

Next press the strip of fabric in half.

Fold one edge on the end in ¼” and press.

Next, run a line of the Glue-Baste-It along the upper edge inside of the strip and allow to dry.

This will hold the folded fabric strip together (Set aside to dry.)
Next, on a piece of Freezer Paper trace around the jar lid. (Non shiny side of the paper.)

Using the circle template, also trace a 3” circle, a 2 ¼” circle and a 1 ½” circle on the freezer paper.

Cut these out leaving a scant edge of paper around each traced line.

Next, iron the circle templates onto the hand dyed wool scraps that you have chosen.

Cut each one out directly on the traced lines.

Pull the freezer paper off the backs and you now have the wool for the jar lids.

Stitch these in any manner that appeals to you. I chose to Overcast/Whip stitch around each wool penny, and I
worked a Blanket stitch along the very edge. I also added a small embroidered flower to the center and a
decorative stitch in the edge from contrasting thread. Feel free to use whatever stitches that you like, because
you’re the one that will look at them each time you use your threads. If you are like me that can be almost every
day so work on something that you will like and find visually appealing, if for no other reason than to please
yourself.

NOT perfect, as is my style.

Another View of my finished jars.

Now to finish things up. You will need to plug in that handy dandy high temperature hot glue gun and get
ready for some melted magnificence!! Really, just try not to burn your fingers like I did. A glass of nearby ice
water is recommended if you find the need to plunge your fizzling flesh into something cool. Run a bit of hot
glue along the outer edge of the lid. Press the fabric strip onto that outer edge of the lid. Line the folded bottom
of the fabric strip up with the bottom of the lid. This will give a nice finished edge. (Notice where the raw edge
of the strip is? Not along the bottom of the lid.) Also be sure that you begin gluing the fabric strip at the raw
edge of the strip first. You’ll want that folded edge to be glued on lastly to give a nice finished seam.

Press and hold for a few seconds to let that hot glue do its thang! Keep working your way all around the lid,
gluing and holding.

When you come to the finished edge of the fabric strip, simply add a little bit of the hot glue along that edge and
pray that it won’t ooze out and burn the cuss words right out of you. *Remember thathigh temp hot glue gun
that was in the supply list? High temp was no joke. The glue is hot enough to remove your skin, don’t ask me
how I know this. Please be careful in this and the next step.

Now the lid has a nice fabric strip glued all the way around it with the raw edges of the strip extending slightly
above the top of the lid all the way around. These will also need to be carefullyhot glued down in the same
manner as before, glue and press; glue and press and pray or curse, or both.

Voila! Here is what you should now have.

You should also have a nicely hand stitched round wool lid-topper that you find irresistible!

This will now get glued onto the top of the lid hiding all of the raw edge of the fabric strip and the last of that
ugly bright white plastic-ness . (Is that a word?) Anyway, it should something look like this!

No more white plastic lid!

Now you can happily sort through the Valdani balls and place them into like-minded jars of color that will await
you each time that you need to make a thread decision. Tumble at will my friends!

Love them!

I so hope that you enjoyed finding out how to make my Valdani storage jars and that you will enjoy crafting up
some of your own. Who knows, you may even decide that they work for you for the same reasons that they
work for me…the need to see them so that I know what I have. Until next time have fun sewing and crafting!
~Robin

